
This field tour will consist of several stops to visit restoration
and mitigation projects associated with flood control projects
implemented by the US Army Corps of Engineers and the
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA). The tour will
begin with two stops in the Natomas Basin, where
participants will visit riparian woodland, native grassland,
and managed freshwater marsh habitats that were planted 5+
years ago. Participants will learn about SAFCA’s
comprehensive approach to on-site project mitigation, as well
as important lessons about successful design, construction,
planting, and maintenance of large-scale mitigation sites. The
tour will then travel to the banks of the Sacramento River to
visit a well established erosion repair project site where
participants will see first-hand the successful features of the
project, as well as the challenges of human use at the site.
The final stop will be on the American River to visit an aquatic
and riparian habitat restoration project currently under
construction, which involves laying back an eroding bank to
restore floodplain habitat.

Maximum number of people: 40

What to bring and be prepared for: Water, sack lunch, hat,
sunscreen, and sturdy shoes. Bring binoculars if you are
interested in doing some birding.

Sacramento River and American River: Large-scale Mitigation and Floodplain Restoration
Projects  A half-day fieldtrip led by Peter Buck, SAFCA, and Vance Howard and Steve Chainey, GEI Consultants, Inc.

Participants will meet at 8:00am at the Archery
Range in Discovery Park in Sacramento.
Carpooling will be an option from this location,
with departure time at 8:15 a.m. We will return to
Discovery Park, which is the final tour stop, by
noon. For those who have time, we will walk over
and visit the American River restoration site until
1:00pm. Participants will be welcome to eat their
lunch on the banks of the American River at the
restoration site.

A map and directions will be provided at the
conference. 

Photos courtesy Vance Howard.
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