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From left: Vic Claassen and John Anderson.

Claassen and Anderson
Awarded at SERCAL 2017

Vic Claassen is Honored for His

Outstanding Contributions
by Harry Oakes!

Vic Claassen was the recipient of the 2017 President’s Award at SERCALs 24%
Annual Conference in Davis, California. The President’s Award is presented
annually to a member of the restoration community in recognition of their
contributions to the field of habitat restoration in California. In other words,
someone outstanding in the field of restoration. Vic Claassen is not only
outstanding in the restoration field, he is often — and at his best —out standing
in a field practicing and teaching restoration.

Vic is a Research Soil Scientist in UC Davis’ Department of Land, Air, and Water
Resources. He obtained a B.S. in Environmental Studies from Bethel College,
Kansas, and a M.S. in Biology from Wichita State University. Vic traveled west
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Looking Back... Leaping Forward:
SERCAL 2017 in Davis

Many thanks to the generous support of our conference sponsors:

VALLEY OAK—$3,000
Burleson Consulting, Inc.
HRS Dudek
ICF

WRA, Inc.

BUCKEYE—SZ,OOO
Wildlands

REDBUD—$1,500
ESA

TIDY TIPS—$1,000

{ AECOM | Balance Hydrologics | Ecological Concerns | Hedgerow Farms
Northwest Hydraulic Consultants | Pacific Coast Seed and S&S Seeds
Westervelt Ecological Services

NEEDLEGRASS—S$500 AG-Renewal | California Invasive Plant Council | California Native Grasslands Association
California Surveying and Drafting Supply | Cardno | cbec, Inc. | Cornflower Farms | Eureka Water Probes | GEI Consultants
Greenheart Farms | H. T. Harvey & Associates | Marin Municipal Water District | Mattole Restoration Council
Putah Creek Council | Rocky Mountain Bio Products | The Watershed Nursery

& great appreciation of our dedicated conference team:

CONFERENCE PROGRAM CHAIR Harry Oakes SERCAL President, ICF
CONFERENCE LOGISTICS Julie St. John SERCAL Admin Director | Carol Presley Raffle | Will Spangler Career Panel

SESSION CHAIRS Thor Anderson Burleson Consulting | Gavin Archbald H.T. Harvey & Associates
Allegra Bukojemsky Landscape Architect | Kevin Ghalambor Burleson Consulting | Glen Kinoshita ICF | Kevin MacKay ICF

Gerrit Platenkamp ESA | Christina Schaefer Schaefer Ecological Solutions | Ross Taylor Ross Taylor & Associates

FIELDTRIP LEADERS Peter Buck SAFCA | Andrew Fulks UC Davis Arboretum | Matt Gause Westervelt Ecological Services
Anna Haven Kiers UC Davis Arboretum | Vance Howard GEI Consultants | Mark Lindley ESA| Stacey Parker UC Davis Arboretum
Gerrit Platenkamp ESA | Chris Rose Solano RCD | Amanda Seidel Wildlands | Nina Suzuki UC Davis Arboretum |
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Claassen and Anderson Awarded cninved

from the plains of Kansas to the plains of the Great Central
Valley where he earned an M.S. and Ph.D. in Soil Science from
UC Davis.

Vic’s passion — for research in the science of wildlands soil
fertility, revegetation of drastically disturbed soils, advancements
in the use of endomycorrhizae, and the benefits of soil organic
matter — have earned him the admiration and respect of his
colleagues, peers, clients, and students, as attested in these
excerpts from the award ceremony introduction prepared by
Vic’s former student and long-time friend, Michael Hogan of
Integrated Environmental Restoration Services in Tahoe City:

“I worked with Vic over the years. I got my graduate degree
under him, and I will say it was some of the most interesting
and fruitful years of my life, not just from what I learned but
largely from just getting to hang out with this guy...

“He has worked to improve not just the theoretical but our
working knowledge of the world around us...

“...and while he’s been working on all of that, he also makes
the people around him just a little better, a little fuller with
his presence, his generous and genuine nature”

Vic has been a long-time member and supporter of SERCAL,
CNGA, and other organizations, and has generously given his
time to these organizations and their memberships in the form of
technical presentations and training seminars, in fielding
technical project-specific questions, and in performing live music
with the Simpletones at many a SERCAL conference.

Following the band’s performance at the 2017 conference, I
commented to Vic that I admired his laidback style while playing
guitar (he was literally leaning against the wall for most of the
sets). I'll always remember the response which I'll now loosely
relay. Vic told me that hed once heard an interview with an old
blues musician, who, when asked why he sat through his
performances and didn’t jump and dance around like some other
performers, answered that he worked all day because he had a
real job, but music was a passion and so he was going to enjoy it.
For those of you who have the pleasure to know Vic, this story

says it all.

SER
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John Anderson Receives SERCALS First-Ever
Lifetime Achievement Award by Patrick Reynolds’

John Anderson recently retired from farming to devote his time
to travel, visiting grandchildren, and his “retirement project:”
restoring a 700-acre ranch located in the hills behind Hedgerow
Farms. He and Marsha will continue to live in their home on the
farm.

John has a degree in zoology from Oregon State and a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine degree from UC Davis. He practiced small-
animal medicine for several years before joining the veterinary
staff at the California Primate Research Center at the University
of California, Davis.

Starting in the early 1980s, John began planting grasses, shrubs
and trees on his farm near Winters to establish wildlife habitat,
and realized there were very few native seeds available for habitat
restoration work. He retired from UC Davis in the mid-1990s
and began farming California grasses. John figured out how to
establish stands of native grasses and forbs, and has been sharing
this knowledge in lectures, workshops, and tours of the farm,
which also serves as a teaching and demonstration resource for

?Hedgerow Farms. preynolds@hedgerowfarms.com

farmland conservation practices and wildlife habitat restoration
in the region. John has served on a number of conservation-
related boards and is a founding member of the California Native
Grasslands Association. He has also served on the boards of the
National Audubon Society and Audubon California, the Yolo
Basin Foundation, the Wild Farm Alliance, and is a past director
of the Yolo County Resource Conservation District. He has
received numerous awards for his visionary work. “John
Anderson has been, and continues to be, someone that is not
only implementing conservation practices on his land, but has
energy and drive, and has been innovating in the field of habitat
restoration and conservation efforts in an agricultural setting. If
you talk about conservation work in California’s Central Valley,
the conversation will not last five minutes before John’s name
comes up, says friend and colleague Chris Rose, director of the
Solano RCD. Countless conservationists of all ages have been
inspired by John’s enthusiasm for restoration (and weed control),
determination to get things done, and knowledge of the natural
world. We cannot thank him enough for his many years of work
to create a healthier natural world.

SER
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John Anderson

g . ; ; :
he Cahfc.)rma_Sofnety for Ecological Restoration
presents its Lifetime Achievement Award to you

for your dedication and contributions
to the field of ecological restoration

at SERCAL 2017 in Davis, California, 11 May 2017
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Strip-seeding: a novel grassland restoration strategy

Julea A. Shaw?, Leslie M. Roche!, Travis Bean?, Emilio A, Laca’, Andrew P. Rayburn?, and Elise 5. Gornish*®

"Degartment of Plant Sciarices, University of California, Davis, CA, ‘Botany & Plant Sciences, University of California, Riverside, CA, 'River Partoers, Madesto, €A, *

, Tucsan, AL

Background

- California’s historic native grasslands have been
via Eomb land

use, exotic species introductions, shifts in fire
regimes, and droughts.

= Barriers to successful native grassland restoration
include invasive annual grasses and high
investment and maintenance costs.

= Strip seeding, a spatially-pattemed seeding
method, has recently been proposed as a cost-
effective stralegy to establish native communities
and reduce cover of invasive species. However, it
has not yet been formally tested in western
grasslands.

Strip Seeding Overview
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Questions

. How does strip seeding affect
abundance of native and non-native
species and plant diversity as compared
to 0% (negative control) and 100%
(positive control) seeding?

. How does the initial strip seeding
configuration affect the community?

n

Methods

To test the utility of strip seeding we established fields in six configurations in Fall 2011

+ 24 mx 44 mtreatment plols

* 4 sirip seed treaiments (33%, 50%, 50% wide,
66%), 2 control (0%, 100%)

« 7 native species: Elymus glaucus, E. mulliselus,
Stipa pulchra, Poa secunda, Vulpia microstachys,
Melica californica, Hordeum brachyantherum

« Measured community composition in the center and

edge of seeded and unseeded areas in April 2016

Results

Overall, strip seeded treatments are similar to the 100% seeded treatment in lerms of native
sbundance and species diversity, However, non-native abundance is slightly higher In strip-seeded

treatments than in the 100% treatment.
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Conclusions

« While strip seeding is an
effective method to establish
native species, Increase
diversity, and reduce non-native
cover, the initial treatment has
long-term effects on the spatial
structure of the community

« Among strip seeding reatments,
the Initial strip configuration did nat
affect native abundance or species
diversity.

+ Additional management may be
necessary 1o achieve a spatial
structure similar to the 100%
Ireatment,

Next Steps
o

reatment
1005 reatmer. IMAMANGHA 3« 01,

However, evidance of spatial structuring due to Initial strip seeding treatment remains.
Differences in the community of seeded and unseeded strips is primarily driven by the higher

abundanice of non-nalive species in unseeded strips,
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@ The Simplertones graced Wednesday evening’s poster reception with laid-back vocals
and instrumentals.

@ e love our students! Saddleback College brought up 10 students, 6 of whom
presented, and all of whom volunteered on the very busy first morning. Thank youl.

@® Our Student Scholarship Raffle is a great way to win prizes AND support student
presenters at the conference. This year's proceeds added $1,005 to the scholarship fund.

O Participants had four post-conference fieldtrips from which to choose, three of which
were modified to accommodate the still-high waters in the Sacramento region. Shown
here are trips to the North Bay Tidal Marsh (left) and Cosumnes Floodplain (right).

@ Student Poster Award winner Julea Shaw of UC Davis and her poster (left) on strip-
seeding as a novel grassland restoration strategy

Hope to see you 9-11 May 2018 in San Diego for SERCAL’s 25th Conference!
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SER Offers SERCAL Members Discounts for
its new Certification Program

by Gregory Andrew, SERCAL President-Elect’

Earlier this year, the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER) Benefits for those who are certified as a CERP or CERPIT include:
launched its much-anticipated Certified Ecological Restoration
Practitioners (CERP) program. As an incentive to SERCAL
members to participate in CERP, SER is offering a $50 reduction in
the initial application fee through March 2018 (use the promo code
SERCAL1718 at checkout). The current application period runs

through September 15, 2017.

Establishing and validating the credentials for ecological
restoration practitioners;

Increasing public, client, employer, and peer confidence in
ecological restoration practice and practitioners;

Promoting practitioner standards that improve ecological

SER’s ecological restoration practitioner certification program — restoration and the associated benefits on the ground;

encouraging a high professional standard for those who are Encouraging practitioners to practice ecological restoration

igning, implementin rseeing, and monitoring restoration : : : :
designing, implementing, overseeing, and monitoring restoratio according to consistent, comprehensive “standards of practice;”

projects — offers two levels of certification, both valid for 5 years:
Individuals can improve their professional status through

Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioners (CERPs) — formal recognition of their training and experience;

For practitioners who have greater than 5 years of full-time
experience with restoration, applications fees are $250 | $300 |
$350 for SER | SERCAL | Non-SER members with annual
maintenance fees of $75 | $100 for SER | Non-SER members.

Academic institutions with ecological restoration degree
programs can use the knowledge requirements to evaluate
curricula so that graduates will have the core competencies

specific to the field; and
Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioners-in-Training

(CERPITs) — For graduates and practitioners with less than 5
years of full-time experience with restoration, or for
practitioners with sufficient experience who are still working
on the educational criteria, applications fees are $100 | $150 |
$200 for SER | SERCAL | Non-SER members with annual
maintenance fees of $50 | $175 for SER | Non-SER members..

Employers, agencies, organizations, and the general public will
benefit by easily being able to identify those practitioners who
meet the high standard set by the certification.

SERCAL encourages its members to explore and pursue this
program. Information on certification, including application
requirements, the grandfathering period, and an informative FAQ
page, can be found by visiting www.ser.org/page/Certification.
SER
CAL

2Marin Municipal Water District. gandrew@marinwater.org

Many thanks to our generous 2017 conference sponso

Upcoming 2017 Workshops

Protecting California’s

A i(onia

e ——— -

'AG:RENEWAL, INC. |

@ -sslands
ssociation

Weldoﬁ Miller 800.658.1446 www.ag-renewal.com

Grass ID 1-day Course — May 13

Apps and Snaps: Smartphone, Camera,

and Online Technology for Grassland

Plant Mapping, Tracking, & ID — July 15
Nuts & Bolts of Restoration & Revegetation:
Using Grasses and Graminoids

1-day Class — Summer | 1-day Field — Fall
Planned Grazing: Build Soil, Grassland
Health & Profit — Fall

Watch www.cnga.org for the latest on Workshops!

environment and economy
since 1992. Membership
options for land managers and
stewardship organizations.

Join us at the 2017
Symposium, Oct. 24-27
in Palm Springs!

Yes, we've provided stream & riparian
restoration for decades, but

we do so much more.

> Hydrology/Hydraul
> NEPA/CEQA &

> Wetland Ass
Virginia.Mahacek
Katie.R ardno.com
Mitchell Ka cardno.com
www.cardno.com

QF) Cardno’

Geomorphology
nitting
& Modeling

no.com

& cbec

eco engineering

T 916.231.6052

chowles@cl

0eng.com

wv«."w.cbecoeng com

Hydrology | Hydraulics | Geomorphology | Design | Field Services

International offices also in the UK

2544 Industrial Blvd.
West Sacramento, CA 95691, USA

CALIFORNIA SURVEYING
& DRAFTING SUPPLY

Trimble & Trimble.

Mapping & GIS
Solutions

Sales « Service « Rentals * Training

Sacramento
916.344.0232

Dublin
925.960.0323

Fresno
559.275.0513

Los Angeles
310.210.2863

San Diego
619.534.1118

solutions@csdsinc.com
www.csdsinc.com
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SERCAL Board of Directors

PRESIDENT Ralph Vigil Habitat Restoration Sciences
rvigil@hrs.dudek.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT (ELECTION PENDING) Greg Andrew Marin
Municipal Water District gandrew@marinwater.org

SECRETARY Gavin Archbald H. T. Harvey & Associates
garchbald@harveyecology.com

TREASURER Carol Presley, PE Carol Presley Consulting
capresley.pe@gmail.com

Directors

RecloN 1 Ralph Vigil Habitat Restoration Sciences
rvigil@hrs.dudek.com — NorTHerN INTERIOR (Lassen, Modoc,
Shasta, Siskiyou, and Trinity counties)

REGION 2 Harry Oakes /CF Harry.Oakes@icfi.com —
SACRAMENTO VALLEY (Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Lake, Sacramento, Sutter,
Tehama, Yolo, and Yuba counties)

REGION 3 Kevin MacKay /CF Kevin.MacKay@icf.com —
Bav Area (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San
Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and Sonoma counties)

ReGION 4 Allegra Bukojemsky /CF
allegra.bukojemsky@icf.com — San Joaquin VaLLeY (Amador,
Calaveras, Fresno, Kern, Kings, Mariposa, Madera, Merced, San
Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tulare,and Tuolumne counties)

REGION 5 (ELECTION PENDING) Jeannine Ross RECON
Environmental — SoutH CoasT (Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego,
and Ventura counties)

REGION 6 Mauricio Gomez South Coast Habitat Restoration
mgomez@schabitatrestoration.org — CenTrAL CoasT
(Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and
Santa Cruz counties)

REGION 7 Ross Taylor Ross Taylor & Associates
rossntaylor@sbcglobal.net — NortH CoasT (Del Norte,
Humboldt, and Mendocino counties)

reGlonN 8 Will Spangler H. T. Harvey & Associates
wspangler@harveyecology.com — Sierra (Alpine, El
Dorado, Inyo, Mono, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, and Sierra counties)

REGION 9 Mark Girard HRS/Dudek
mgirard@hrs.dudek.com — SoutHern INTERIOR (Imperial,
Riverside, and San Bernardino counties)

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR Julie St. John
julie.SERCAL@gmail.com

News from the
SERCAL Board of
Directors

SERCAL is working on a slight restructuring of the Board of
Directors (Board) to better represent and serve its
membership — stay tuned for a vote on a updated bylaws
that reflect this, and some general updating. First, we are
planning to transition from 9 regions down to 3 — a
northern, central, and southern region — we believe this
will create more flexible regional representations to better
serve our members. Each region would have at least two
representatives and ideally three, making the total number
of board members the same. The representatives’ terms
would be extended to three years from the existing two,
allowing some overlap of representatives in a region by
staggering the elections and re-elections of the
representatives. We have also opened the Board to including
up to three Directors At Large.

Second, we are separating the Conference Chair and the
President positions so that we can have general leadership
and energy to serve the members and think about the future
in a position that is not consumed by conference
organization. The Conference Chair position would be a
one-year term, while the term for President is essentially
two year — the first year as President Elect, and the second
as Acting President. This allows not only for continuity and
smooth transitions in leadership, but also new ideas and
energy. Third, we are re-organizing our committee structure
so that SERCAL members can participate with the Board in
organizing with our annual conference, regional events,
fieldtrips, communications (Facebook, Ecesis, etc.), and
more.

Some of these changes require some bylaw changes, so
while we were at it we did a little document review, and
proposed clean-up and updating. Stay tuned for an
upcoming vote on the changes once we have finalized the
language and details, and then the organizational transition.
We hope all these changes will ultimately make the
organization stronger and better able to represent and serve
its members. So, if you are interested in getting involved, or
have thoughts or concerns about the proposed changes,

please drop us a line.

SER
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California Society for
Ecologlcal Restoratlon

515 N Desert Stravenue, Tucson AZ 85711
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATES!
SERCAL’s 25th Annual
Conference is coming fo San |
Diego May 9-10, 2018. |

FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE
PAID
TUCSON, AZ
PERMIT 3341

$1,000 SUMMIT CIRCLE
Westervelt Ecological Services Sacramento

$500 SUSTAINING BUSINESS
Habitat Restoration Sciences, Inc. Carlsbad & Rocklin
Habitat West Escondido

$250 CONTRIBUTING BUSINESS
Ecological Concerns, Inc. Santa Cruz
Greenheart Farms Arroyo Grande
H. T. Harvey & Associates Los Gatos
Michael Baker International, Inc. Irvine
Olofson Environmental Oakland
Prunuske Chatham, Inc. Sebastopol
SAFCA Sacramento
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority San Jose
Teichert Materials Sacramento
Wildlands Rocklin
WRA San Rafael

$100 SUSTAINING INDIVIDUAL
Harold Appleton Bodego Bay
Philip Brownsey Sacramento
John Buada Fresno
Douglas W. McKinney Spring Valley




