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Millions of dollars are spent each year on ecological restoration projects in California. A
large proportion of this money comes from mitigation, where the primary goal is to
improve ecological functioning on a site to offset losses elsewhere. More than ever
though, restoration projects are being funded by federal, state and local government
programs that have a much wider range of goals. These projects are expected to not only
provide ecological benefits, but other tangible benefits to the people who live within the
landscape as well. 

Happily, when we restore ecosystem processes as part of ecological restoration projects,
many of these other benefits are easily achieved. For example, restoring wetlands usually
has water quality and flood protection benefits for neighbors and entire watersheds.
Restoring riparian habitats along creeks and rivers, especially where levees are set back or
removed, is an excellent way to provide flood protection. Restoration of natural habitats
may often naturally lead to expanded populations of rare and threatened species.
Restoring resilient coastal habitats, including beaches, dunes and salt marshes, is
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One of SERCAL’s pre-conference field tours will
focus on the Ventura River watershed and the many
restoration efforts underway. Map: www.ovlc.org.

Matt James, a Principal at Coastal Restoration Consultants, Inc., is President of the 
SERCAL Board of Directors and Chair of this year’s conference in Santa Barbara.
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becoming an important part of preparing coastal communities for sea level rise.
Further, restoration sites are increasingly seen as opportunities for recreation and
education, especially in urban areas. 

Almost every restoration project, be it large or small, surely has incremental benefits of
many types. However, if restoration programs are to achieve truly ambitious large-scale
multidisciplinary goals, the future must lie in coordinating projects within much
broader landscapes. My goal with this year’s conference is to highlight (via
presentations and field tours) some of the integrated landscape-scale restoration efforts
going on in the Ventura and Santa Barbara region as examples where this approach is
being developed or is already underway.

The Santa Clara River (see field tour page 5) drains the second largest watershed in
southern California. The main stem and a major tributary (Sespe Creek) are un-
dammed and the river maintains a broad and dynamic floodplain, making it one of the
most natural and ecologically important waterways left in the state. The California
State Coastal Conservancy (SCC), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), Friends of the
Santa Clara River and several other groups have been working together on the Santa
Clara River Parkway. The overarching goal of the program is to preserve and restore the
natural hydrologic and geomorphic processes along the river. The focus on ecosystem
processes leads naturally to a comprehensive program that includes advocacy (fighting
new levees), acquisition (including purchases and easements in frequently flooded
areas), restoration (including levee removal), research (including historical ecology,
hydrogeomorphology and restoration techniques), education and public access.
Ultimately, the parkway will have myriad benefits for people living within the
watershed — including improved water quality, flood protection and recreational
opportunities — all the while sustaining the natural processes that support diverse
riparian and aquatic habitats and rare and endangered species.

The Ventura River (see field tour page 4) is the next major drainage to the north of the
Santa Clara River and has a watershed about one-seventh the size of its neighbor. Most
of the watershed lies within the rugged wilderness of the transverse ranges. Matilija
Dam, which now holds back more sediment than water, lies on a major tributary,
Matilija Creek. After emerging from the mountains, the river runs through the
communities of Ojai and Ventura. A group of non-profits, including Surfrider
Foundation, the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC), and the Ventura Hillsides
Conservancy (VHC) have teamed with local governments and state organizations
(including the SCC) to protect and restore the natural resources of this river. Again, the
overarching goal is a focus on restoring natural hydrologic and geomorphic processes
on a watershed scale. The flagship project within the watershed is the slated removal of
Matilija Dam, which will be one of the largest dam removal projects yet undertaken in
the US. Advocacy groups are working hard to assure that the removal is done in a way
that maximizes ecological and social benefits. This includes the idea of restoring the
“sandshed” to assure, among other things, that Ventura’s sand-starved beaches naturally
become replenished. OVLC and VHC are working to acquire and restore properties in
and along the river. Education and outreach programs are changing the way the local
communities view the river, especially in Ventura where the river bottom, long
accepted as a de facto homeless camp, is now being cleaned up and restored with
considerable community involvement. 

Moving a little further north (and west), the south coast of Santa Barbara County is a
hotbed of restoration activity. The region is home to two important estuaries,
numerous small watersheds that support southern steelhead, and some of the last
coastal open space left in southern California. A strong environmental ethos within the
community (some say the environmental movement started here after a 1969 oil spill)
has led to widespread local support for conservation and restoration. Ecological
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restoration work in this region, which began in the 1980s out of
UCSB, represents a large diversity of projects in a wide range of
habitats. Local government organizations and non-profits are
working together to design and implement restoration programs
that include watershed-based planning with significant landowner
engagement, public education and community involvement. The
result is an increasingly integrated approach to restoration that
benefits natural ecosystems, rare species and people living within
the watersheds.

Chaparral is one of the quintessential/iconic plant communities of
California and is dominant in the hills above Santa Barbara. For
decades, chaparral throughout southern California has been
cleared in the name of recreation, grazing, and reducing fire
danger. Vast tracts of chaparral have been type-converted to weedy
herbaceous communities dominated by non-native species. A shift
is underway as land managers are realizing the many benefits
chaparral provides as habitat and to the health of watersheds as
well. A regional effort is underway to reverse this type conversion
and restore vast tracts of chaparral. The effort will require broad
collaboration between land managers, scientists, restoration
ecologists and conservation organizations to not only determine
effective restoration techniques, but to change public opinion on
the benefits, and not the danger, of this important ecosystem. 

Sea level rise is one of the greatest challenges facing coastal
ecosystems and communities throughout California. How will our
existing estuaries, such as Mugu Lagoon, change as sea level rises?
Most ecologists predict that intertidal habitats will migrate up-
slope as inundation frequencies increase. The lack of transition
zone and upland habitat around most of our estuaries will mean
salt marsh habitats may be largely squeezed out. This impending
loss highlights the need for integrated regional planning of coastal
restoration projects that will provide a range of habitats even as sea
levels rise. There will also be intense pressure to protect adjacent
infrastructure from flooding, further threatening the integrity of
natural systems. Ormond Beach in Oxnard (with undeveloped
adjacent uplands) and the Los Cerritos Wetlands at the mouth of
the San Gabriel River (with many acres of remnant salt marsh and
uplands) provide opportunities for large-scale restoration
with sea level rise adaptation at the forefront. These projects,
which are still in the planning phases, are examples of how
individual restoration projects can serve the ecological goals
of a much larger region.

In addition to these focused topics, the conference will
explore a wide range of upland, wetland and riparian
restoration programs throughout California with a spotlight
on multidisciplinary activities that are leading to more
integrated approaches to implementing successful ecological
restoration. After a hiatus last year, SERCAL will once again
feature a posture session and — new for 2013 —an oral
session featuring student research in restoration. We’ll feature
several walking tours of restoration sites on and near the
UCSB campus (see page 8) during the conference to allow
everyone to get out and stretch their legs and enjoy a little bit
of the beauty that the campus has to offer. All in all, a very
full schedule that represents the wide range of the restoration
activities ongoing in the Santa Barbara and Ventura region
and throughout California.

California is a very good place to be a restoration ecologist. The
cynical amongst us might say that this is because we humans have
done so much damage to natural ecosystems here that we might
expect exceptional job security. While being an ecologist and
being cynical arguably go nicely hand in hand, I find reason for
great optimism as well. As society becomes more and more
accepting of ecological restoration as a tool for not only improving
natural ecosystems, but improving the quality of life of humans,
there is an increasing opportunity to do larger and more
meaningful restoration projects than ever before. As restoration
ecologists, we have a new challenge then. We need to look far
beyond the borders of our projects to understand how the rest of
the landscape effects our work, while at the same time
understanding how our work effects the surrounding landscape in
increasing ways. This will mean an increased emphasis on
landscape-scale restoration programs that work in integrated ways
to achieve wide-ranging goals. I hope this year’s SERCAL
conference (our 20th!) will provide a forum for a wider diversity of
ideas and projects than ever before while highlighting some of the
inspiring and cutting-edge approaches to using ecological
restoration as a tool for sustainable management of our natural
and human resources.

Ventura River on the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s El Nido Ventura
River Preserve. Photo: www.ovlc.org.

Our Plenary Speaker at 
SERCAL 2013: John Wiens
John Wiens grew up in Oklahoma as an avid birdwatcher. Following
degrees from the University of Oklahoma and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (M.S., Ph.D.), he joined the faculty of Oregon
State University and subsequently, the University of New Mexico and
Colorado State University, where he was a Professor of Ecology and
University Distinguished Professor. His work has emphasized
landscape ecology, conservation, and the ecology of birds, leading to
over 250 scientific papers and 8 books.

John left academia in 2002 to join The Nature Conservancy as Lead
Scientist, with the challenge of putting years of classroom teaching and
research into conservation practice in the real world. In 2008, he
joined PRBO Conservation Science as Chief Scientist. He now splits
his time between PRBO, the University of Western Australia (where he
is a Winthrop Research Professor), and his home in Corvallis, Oregon. 



Ecesis 4 Spring 2013    Volume 23, Issue 1

Santa Cruz Island Tour

This full-day tour will visit the largest and most topographically
diverse of Southern California’s offshore islands. We’ll leave Ventura
Harbor for the ~1.5 hour boat ride to Prisoner’s Harbor on the
northern shore of the island. This passage is known for its great
wildlife viewing, including sea birds, dolphins and whales. 

Prisoner’s Harbor lies just within the 24% of Santa Cruz Island that
is owned and managed by the National Park Service (NPS) as part
of Channel Islands National Park. The NPS is working on an
ambitious riparian and wetland restoration project at Prisoner’s
Harbor. This was the site of the largest coastal wetlands on the
northern Channel Islands. Over 100 years ago, most of the wetland
was filled and the creek was channelized. Approximately 10,000
cubic yards of fill was excavated from the former wetland in 2011 to
restore natural hydrology and landforms. Additionally, NPS is
currently in the process of removing hundreds of large non-native
invasive trees from upstream riparian habitats. 

We’ll travel up the scenic Cañada del Puerto to the island’s central
valley, part of the 76% of the island owned and managed by The
Nature Conservancy (TNC). Depending on timing and road
conditions, we will have a few options for exploring this area. In
2008, TNC began an experimental coastal sage scrub restoration
project in the central valley. The goal of the project is to explore
techniques appropriate for large-scale restoration on post-
agricultural lands on the island. We will see what techniques
worked and which didn’t under the island-specific constraints (no
irrigation, no commercial seed, all supplies transported by boat)
and opportunities (no deer, rabbits or gophers). We will also hear
about TNC’s and NPS’s island-wide restoration program that
includes wide-scale suppression and eradication of non-native
plants and animals. 

This tour promises to be informative and is a great way to see parts
of the island that most visitors never get to see. Register early, this
trip is sure to fill up fast! 

TOUR LEADERS:
Sheri Mayta, Senior Restoration Ecologist, Coastal Restoration

Consultants
Paula Power, Ecologist, Channel Islands National Park

Ventura River Watershed Tour

A coalition of non-profits and federal, state and local agencies are
working together to protect and restore natural habitats throughout
the Ventura River Watershed. The groups are using a holistic
approach that includes restoration of natural hydrology and
sediment flows, improved storm water management and significant
public outreach to reconnect people with the river. 

The tour will begin at the Surfers’ Point Managed Shoreline Retreat
project site. This recently constructed project included moving
infrastructure (a parking lot and bike path) away from the coastline
to protect it from storm damage and rising sea levels. The project
also included multi-purpose shoreline protection without hard
structures, using instead techniques such as coastal dune
restoration. 

We will next visit the Ventura River estuary including a recently
acquired Ventura Hillsides Conservancy property, which is the site
of a community restoration and cleanup effort that has removed
over 500 tons of trash and dozens of homeless camps. 

We will then drive a few miles upriver and visit the Ojai Valley Land
Conservancy’s (OVLC) Ventura River Steelhead Reserve. We’ll have
a look at the future site of the Ventura River Watershed Education
Center, a few secluded pools where steelhead often over-summer,

Pre-Conference Field Tours: Tuesday 14 May
Offered as an introduction to SERCAL’s 20th anniversary conference in Santa Barbara, these four field tours will be held the day
before the conference begins. There are no fees charged for these Field Tours (with the exception of Santa Cruz Island), however they
are only available to conference registrants who must pre-register in order to participate.

Experimental coastal sage scrub restoration plots in the central valley of Santa Cruz Island.
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and a bio-engineered channel bank stabilization project (Siltation
baffle). 

Proceeding further up into the watershed we will get a view of Lake
Casitas and the water diversion canal that moves water from the
Ventura River to this off-channel reservoir. 

On the way to our lunch stop, we’ll look briefly at a designated
receiver site for fine sediments that will need to be relocated from
Matilija reservoir. The federal feasibility study called for the
deposition of up to 2 million cubic yards of silt and clay to cover up
to 90 acres of floodplain terrace 35-40 feet deep, although this
approach has not been finalized. 

The OVLC’s Ojai Meadows Preserve covers ~60 acres near the city
of Ojai. This preserve was protected by an impressive grassroots
fundraising effort and has been the site of multiple wetland and
upland restoration projects over the last eight years. 

We’ll visit a set of constructed wetlands on the Preserve that collect
urban stormwater to decrease flooding on adjacent properties,
polish stormwater, and create habitat for wildlife and rare plant
species. Restored wetland types on this site include seasonal and
perennial swales, perennial wetland pools, vernal pools, and wet
meadows. 

We’ll also see the beginning stages of an experimental oak savanna
and grassland restoration project. The final stop will be further
upriver in Matilija Canyon. Planning for the removal of the 200-
foot high Matilija Dam has been underway since 1998. A visit to the
site reveals the true scale of the ambitious project to remove the
structure and manage the accumulated sediment (estimated at six
millions cubic yards) while ensuring that local water supplies and
other interests are maintained. Removal of the dam will have
myriad ecological benefits all along the lower river including
opening of important spawning habitats for steelhead, restoring
more natural hydrology and sediment flows, and replenishing sand-
starved beaches along the Ventura coast. 

TOUR LEADERS:
Brian Stark, Conservation/Operations Director, Ojai Valley Land

Conservancy

Paul Jenkin, Ventura Campaign Coordinator, Surfrider Foundation
Derek Poultney, Protection Coordinator, Ventura Hillsides

Conservancy

Santa Clara River Parkway Tour

The Santa Clara River Parkway is a project of the California State
Coastal Conservancy, in collaboration with TNC’s LA-Ventura
Project, Friends of the Santa Clara River, private landowners, and
local governments. The primary goals of the project are to acquire
and restore floodplain land along the lower Santa Clara River for
habitat, flood protection, and recreation. Land acquisition is being
conducted on a willing seller basis, with the initial focus of the
project on the lower river. To date over 3,400 acres and nearly 16
miles of river corridor have been acquired. As currently envisioned,
the Parkway project will result in the acquisition and restoration of
a 35-mile-long, or 6,000-acre, corridor from the mouth of the Santa
Clara River to the county line. The restoration planning for
acquired properties is also informed by a comprehensive historical
ecology study of the river commissioned by the Coastal
Conservancy. 

We will visit several properties along the river where we will see a
variety of the restoration and conservation strategies being
employed. Hedrick Ranch Nature Area (HRNA), which is managed
by the Friends of the Santa Clara River, is a 220-acre property that
includes freshwater wetlands, river bottom and riparian habitats.
Restoration began here in 2005 and multiple grant-funded projects
have helped to restore over 50 acres of agricultural land to high-
quality habitats that support endangered species including least
Bell’s vireo. HRNA is also the site of an experimental project
designed to compare the relative effectiveness of restored wetlands
and bioswales at removing pollutants from agricultural runoff. We
will also visit TNC’s flagship property on the river known as the
Hanson Property. At over 1,000 acres, this property contains a mix
of river-bottom, riparian and upland habitats. We will visit a small-
scale Arundo removal/re-vegetation project on the site and talk
about ambitious plans for large-scale Arundo removal and
restoration of a former gravel quarry on the upper floodplain.

continued next page

left An aerial view of the Ventura River Watershed.  right Restoration efforts at Hedrick Ranch Nature Area (shown above, two years after
hand-weeding and planting) focused on increasing the complexity of habitat structure to provide greater ecosystem opportunities for wildlife,
both between and within habitats. Photo: www.fscr.org.
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We will also visit the Santa Clara River Estuary and McGrath State
Beach, where plans are being developed for wetland restoration and
sea level rise adaptatione. The Santa Clara River was once home to
one of the largest runs of southern steelhead in California (7,000 to
9,000 fish per year prior to 1940). Barriers on the main stem (Vern
Freeman Diversion) and on important tributaries (San Felicia Dam)
have conspired to reduce this number to about 14 adult fish
between 1990 and the mid 2000s. At various stops along the river
we will discuss efforts to restore this population through barrier
modification and removal. This tour will visit some of the finest
riparian birding sites in the region.

TOUR LEADERS:
Peter Brand, Senior Project Manager, State Coastal Conservancy
Lily Verdone, LA-Ventura Project Director, The Nature

Conservancy

Mugu Lagoon and Ormond Beach Wetlands Tour

The nine-mile long stretch of coast between Port Hueneme and
Point Mugu was once a large and diverse wetland complex that
included freshwater, brackish and saltwater wetlands. Today, the
wetland complex includes a range of tidal habitats at Mugu Lagoon
(the largest tidal salt marsh left in southern California) and
degraded remnant non-tidal wetlands along Ormond Beach. 

This trip will give a wide representation of types of coastal salt
marsh restoration, guided by the Navy's natural resource manager
and their wetlands specialist. We will visit several sites where a
variety of entities are planning and implementing restoration
projects. We will begin our tour at Naval Base Ventura County
(NBVC) Point Mugu, home to Mugu Lagoon, which contains over
2,100 acres of jurisdictional wetlands. Mugu Lagoon is home to six
federally-listed species and one state endangered species. Tidal
habitats are distributed across a broad spectrum of unrestricted to
highly constrained tidal prisms, affording a unique (un)natural
laboratory for experimentation and hypothesis testing with regards
to both wetland ecology and restoration design. NBVC has an active
wetland restoration program — creating wetlands to be banked to
mitigate for any impacts to wetlands from any future base
development or maintenance. A variety of wetland restoration sites
will be visited, from wetlands restored in 1997 to those recently
excavated in 2012. 

We will next travel a few kilometers west of the base to visit the
Ormond Beach wetlands complex. The wetlands at Ormond Beach
once covered approximately 1,100 acres. After a century of filling
and hydrological modifications for agricultural and industrial uses,
approximately 250 acres of mostly degraded wetlands remain. The
area still supports several rare species and is closely linked
ecologically to Mugu Lagoon. Restoration of the former wetlands at
Ormond Beach has significant challenges. Current land uses include
an electrical generating plant, on-going agriculture and an EPA
superfund site. Nevertheless, this is the site of a planned 750+ acre
wetland restoration project that is being spearheaded by local
grassroots organizations, TNC and the California State Coastal

Conservancy. When completed, this Ormond Beach wetland will be
the largest coastal restoration on the west coast — designed
specifically to evolve and migrate with rising sea levels in a manner
that will preserve both wetland extent and ecological functioning.  

In addition to our site-specific discussions, we will also discuss our
regional monitoring efforts that seek to link wetlands from Santa
Barbara through Orange County via a consistent set of metrics for
improved, quantitative restoration targets and assessment of
subsequent restoration performance. This is a special opportunity to
experience sites that are not normally open to visitors.

TOUR LEADERS:
Dr. Sean Anderson, Associate Professor, Cal State Channel Islands
Martin Ruane, Natural Resource Manager, Naval Base Ventura

County
Valerie Vartanian, Wetlands Specialist, Naval Base Ventura County

Pre-Conference Field Tours 
continued

Looking into pristine tidal salt marsh in the eastern arm of Mugu
Lagoon with giant coreopsis in the foreground.

Our many thanks to our generous
2012 conference sponsors…



Join Us March 21!
+ Understand the importance of soils in the successful

establishment of wetland, upland and riparian habitat
restoration projects.   

+ Learn the importance of addressing habitat restoration
project components from the ground up.

+ Review examples of actual restoration projects and how soils
influenced the establishment of the target habitat types.

Soils are a critical, but often overlooked, component of restoration projects. Soil
drainage class, depth, texture, water holding capacity, organic material content,
and other characteristics affect whether target habitat functions and values are
achieved, if restoration plantings survive, and whether a site is self-sustaining. 

Participants will learn how soil characteristics influence hydrology, water and
nutrient availability, and the selection of site-appropriate plant and seed mixes,
and affect establishment and long-term viability of different vegetation
communities. 

Instructors
Joel Butterworth — Soil and wetland specialist at ICF International in
Sacramento with 25 years of experience evaluating the suitability of
sites for wetland and riparian habitat restoration and creation and in
conducting wetland delineations, focusing on the soil and hydrology
attributes. Joel has delivered wetland and soil workshops and training
for the California Native Plant Society; UC Santa Barbara Extension;
California Department of Water Resources; and Society of Wetland
Scientists.

Harry Oakes — Natural resources ecologist and habitat restoration
planner at ICF International in the Sacramento area with  22 years of
experience designing and implementing habitat restoration projects.
He specializes in identifying habitat restoration opportunities,
preparing mitigation design plans, overseeing implementation of
habitat restoration construction projects, and performing monitoring
surveys. Harry has taught courses on habitat restoration planning and
design through the University of California and the California Society
for Ecological Restoration, for which he serves as a board member. 
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Soil & Plant Considerations in Habitat Restoration
A SERCAL Webinar  + Sponsored by ICF International + March 21, 2013, 12-1pm

AUDIO INFORMATION
Call in:  1.877.423.6338

Participant Code:  329576 

Please mute your phone using (Star) * 6

First-Time Users:

To save time before the meeting, check
your system to make sure it is ready to
use Microsoft Office Live Meeting

VISUAL INFORMATION:
The log-in code to access visual (pdf )
version of the presentation will be
provided in an email a few days before
the webinar.

Our many thanks to our generous
2012 conference sponsors…
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The Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration
(CCBER) manages 230 acres of campus open space and offers
restoration field skills training classes and an internship program
as well as a weekly seminar series and a K-12 education program.
In addition, CCBER houses the natural history collections for the
campus. CCBER’s restoration program includes planning,
implementation, seed collection, plant propagation, monitoring
and long-term maintenance of these sites. This year’s SERCAL
conference location on the UCSB campus provides a unique
opportunity to tour a series of restoration projects that are
integrated with the mesa-top campus and the multiple wetland
and rare plant resources in the area.

Tours will provide a representative selection of
management types ranging from completed mitigation-
funded restoration projects and grant-funded projects to
multi-million dollar land acquisition and restoration
of coastal wetlands. The Manzanita project,
completed in 2005, incorporates bioswales and
created and enhanced vernal pools.  The San
Clemente project includes a large-scale stormwater
management system and rare plant enhancement
components along with native habitat restoration.
Attendees will also tour the greenhouse and nursery
facility. The Campus Lagoon tour will focus on
dunes, saltmarsh, coastal bluff scrub and water quality
restoration work funded incrementally through a
series of small grants. The West Campus tour will
include CCBER’s plans to restore historic hydrology to
the filled upper arms of Devereux Slough through
excavation and restoration of Ocean Meadows Golf
Course. This tour will also cover ongoing restoration
of vernal pools and native grassland on adjacent open
space areas and a discussion about setting restoration
targets.

Training 20 to 35 students each quarter in the field of restoration
ecology as well as another 15 students in environmental
education, CCBER provides paid internship and work
opportunities for students within the three focal areas of the
organization: restoration, environmental education and natural
history collections management. Due to the UCSBs unique
location, its growth is naturally integrated with associated
protection and enhancement of natural resources which CCBER
helps integrate with the mission of the campus to support
education, research and outreach.

Walking Tours on the UCSB Campus: Wednesday 15 May
by Lisa Stratton, PhD
Four walking tours will be offered as a complement to the conference themes. There are no fees charged for these Field Tours,
however they are only available to conference registrants who must pre-register in order to participate.

left Campus Lagoon
Management includes
prescribed burns with
supplemental fuel to
eliminate annual grass
seedbanks. 
right Devereux Slough
pushing back into the
golf course created by
filling in the upper
arms of the slough.
Learn about plans to
restore the historic
hydrologic connections
in this system.

Our many thanks to our generous
2012 conference sponsors…
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Saturday, 15 June
   8:30a - 12:00p 
       Classroom Instruction: 
       City of Winters Community Center

        201 Railroad Ave., Winters 95694

   1:00 - 4:00p
       Field Work:
       Hedgerow Farms

        21095 County Road 88
        Winters 95694

Friday, 21 June
   8:30a - 4:00p
       Classroom Instruction &      
        Field Work: 
        RECON Native Plants, Inc.

        1755 Saturn Blvd., San Diego 92154

Registration and additional
details will be available 
on the SERCAL website 

in mid-April

Our many thanks to our generous 
2012 conference sponsors…

Regeneration of Disturbed Soils for Sustainable 
Vegetation Cover and Erosion Resistance

A SERCAL WORKSHOP + + +  SATURDAY, 15 JUNE & FRIDAY 21 JUNE

Instructor: Vic Claassen, PhD, Research Soil Scientist
Land, Air and Water Resources Dept., UC Davis

Plants already know what to do: 

Give them a good soil to work with.

This is a soil-specific workshop that is based on evaluation of a
variety of soil functions that are critical to support plant growth
and provide erosion resistance. The general categories include
landform function, infiltration, moisture retention, fertility and
nutrient cycling and biological constraints on the plant or
microbial community. 

While natural, intact soils are used as reference examples, the
course primarily addresses dysfunctional soils, from moderately
degraded to drastically disturbed substrates in which all topsoil
and biological activity has been removed, such as mining or
construction sites. Most project soils are somewhere in between
these two extremes. 

Practical field observations and technical analytical methods are
discussed to help guide the soil evaluation process and to identify
potential treatments for regeneration of critical soil functions. 

Vic at a CNGA grasslands restoration workshop.
Photo: Liz Cieslak.
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Many Thanks to Our 2013 Special Members…

$100 Sustaining 
Individual 

R.C. Brody ICF
International

Kevin MacKay ICF
International San Jose

Harry Oakes ICF
International Sacramento

$250 Contributing
Business 

Northwest Hydraulic Consultants,
Inc. West Sacramento

Hedgerow Farms Winters

E. Read & Associates Orange

Helix Environmental La Mesa

Burleson Consulting, Inc. Folsom

$500 Sustaining 
Business

Westervelt Ecological Services
Sacramento

Integrated Environmental
Restoration Services Tahoe City

S & S Seeds, Inc. Carpinteria

RBF Consulting Irvine

RECON San Diego

Emerson Parcel Tidal Marsh Restoration The California Coastal Conservancy was awarded $1 million to help restore 438 acres of leveed grazing
lands to a mosaic of open water, tidal channels, intertidal marsh, riparian woodland, and uplands. This project — part of a larger effort being under-
taken by several state agencies to restore the wetland habitat in the 1,166-acre Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh — will reroute Marsh Creek from its current
engineered channel to a meandering channel through the Emerson parcel, delivering sediment to the marshes and recreating natural deltaic
processes and features that will benefit native fish and wildlife. Photo USFWS.

Natural 
Resource 

Events 
Calendar
March 21   UC Berkeley’s Albright
Lecture Series: The Quest for
Sustainable Seas. UCB International
House (Free). cnr.berkeley.edu/site/
albright.php

April 12-13   American Society of Plant
Biologists–Western Section:
Sustainable Plant Breeding in a Changing
Climate. UC Davis. Contact:
eblumwald@ucdavis.edu

April 18   CNGA Workshop: Introduction
to Grass Identification. Cache Creek
Nature Preserve. cnga.org/events__
actions/2013_workshop_registration

April 19   CNGA’s Annual Field Day
at Hedgerow Farms: California’s
Grassland Restoration: Large Scale to
Small Scale. cnga.org/events__
actions/2013_workshop_registration

May 4 & 5   Ninth Annual Bringing
Back the Natives: Garden Tour and
Native Plant Sale Extravaganza.
Alameda & Contra Costa Counties.
bringingbackthenatives.net

May 10   CNGA Workshop:
Grassland Monitoring Methods.
Cache Creek Nature Preserve.
cnga.org/events__actions/
2013_workshop_registration

California Rangeland
Conservation Coalition: Spring
Field Trips. www.carangeland.org

April 11   Coyote Ridge, San Jose

April 25  Putah Creek Reserve,
UC Davis

May 2  Big Bluff Ranch, Red Bluff

March 21   SERCAL Webinar:
Soil and Plant Considerations in
Habitat Restoration (see page 7)

May 14-16   SERCAL’s 20th
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
UC Santa Barbara.
www.sercal.org

Registration deadlines:

April 17: Conference Early-Bird 

April 25: Santa Cruz Island Tour 

April 30: Mugu Lagoon/Ormond
Beach Wetlands Tour 

June 15 & 21   SERCAL
Workshop: Regeneration of
Disturbed Soils for Sustainable
Vegetation Cover and Erosion
Resistance. Instructor:Vic
Claassen, PhD. (see page 9)

www.sercal.org



www.sercal.org 11 Ecesis

SERCAL Membership Application/Renewal Form
Annual Membership Dues

SERCAL’s newsletter, Ecesis, is received with ALL rates.

INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS
Student  $15 Nonprofit Organization  $45
Regular  $35 Contributing  $250 *
Sustaining  $100 * Sustaining  $500 *

Summit Circle  $1000 *
* Receive quarterly recognition in Ecesis

- = - = - = - = -

The following members receive additional benefits:
Copies of each No. of discounted rates

Category Ecesis issue ** at SERCAL events

Nonprofit Organization 2 1
Contributing Business 3 3
Sustaining Business 4 4
Summit Circle 6 6

**When completing this membership form, you may designate
specific individuals to be included on the mailing list.

________________________________________________________
NAME                                                                                                      DATE

________________________________________________________
COMPANY/AFFILIATION

________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

________________________________________________________
CITY / ZIP / COUNTY

________________________________________________________
PHONE / EMAIL

________________ + ____________________ = _________________
Membership Dues       Your Additional Support    Total Amount Paid

m Check enclosed (please make payable to SERCAL)

m Please charge my: m Visa  mMasterCard    SECURITY CODE: _ _ _

_  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _ EXP: _  _  /  _  _

Billing address (if different than address above):

___________________________________________________

Complete form / payment and mail to: SERCAL Administrative Office 2701 20th St., Bakersfield CA 93301

Welcome New Members
(as of 2 March 2013)

Robert Bohn UC Davis Putah Creek Preserve 

Nancy Farrell Rose CRMS Paso Robles

Jessica Rozul Oakland

Michelle Wagner UC Santa Barbara

James Gonsman Occidental

Lesley Hunt Walnut Creek

John Hale Botanical Services Chico

John Meehan Chico

Scott Witte Chula Vista

David Clendenen Maricopa

Jason Erlich AMEC San Diego

Peter Buck Sacramento Area Flood Control
Agency

Marcia Narog USDA Forest Service Riverside

Harold Appleton RPF Prunuske Chatham,
Inc.

Mario Tapia Mountain View

Diane Crumley Davis

We are sorry to report that the Cal-IPC Board
recently voted to terminate our long standing
partnership agreement and has adopted a new
membership structure that does not include
discounted joint memberships with CNGA and
SERCAL. All current joint memberships will be
honored through the end of the 2013 calendar year.

While the original joint membership option will no
longer be offered, SERCAL and CNGA are working
on the details of a new joint membership
collaboration. Stay tuned ! 



2701 20th Street, Bakersfield CA 93301-3334
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SERCAL 2013 

P L E A S E J O I N U S I N C E L E B R A T I N G O U R

20TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Tuesday 14 May 

Full Day
Field Tours

Santa Cruz Island  ± Ventura

River Parkway  ± Santa Clara

River Parkway  ± Mugu Lagoon

Wednesday 15 May 

Conference DAY 1
Continental Breakfast  ± Keynote

Speaker  ± Technical Sessions  ±

Buffet Lunch  ± Technical Sessions  ±

Local Walking Field Tours  ± Cocktail

Reception  ± Poster & Sponsor Displays

Thursday 16 May

Conference DAY 2
Morning Coffee  ± Technical Sessions

± Buffet Lunch & Raffle  ± Technical

Sessions  ± Poster & Sponsor Displays

± Local Area Field Tours


